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ABSTRACT 

Purpose of the Study: The study sought to establish the association between family 

socioeconomic status and juvenile crime in Choloma, Honduras 

Statement of the Problem: The association between family socioeconomic status (SES) and 

juvenile crime in Choloma, Honduras, presents a pressing concern marked by a complex interplay 

of economic disparity and criminal involvement among youth. Low family SES is correlated with 

limited access to quality education, lack of positive role models, and diminished community 

resources, creating an environment conducive to delinquent behaviors. This intricate problem 

underscores the need for targeted interventions that address the root causes of juvenile crime, 

aiming to break the cycle of socioeconomic disadvantage and criminal activity. 

Methodology: Desk study review methodology was used for the paper where relevant empirical 

literature was reviewed to identify main themes.  A very thorough review of empirical literature 

took place to expound on the association between family socioeconomic status and juvenile crime 

in Choloma, Honduras 

Findings: There is a compelling association between family socioeconomic status (SES) and 

juvenile crime in Choloma, Honduras. Adolescents from low SES backgrounds are 

disproportionately represented in criminal statistics, often lacking access to quality education, 
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positive role models, and supportive community environments. The study highlights that economic 

disparities contribute significantly to the vulnerability of youth to engage in delinquent behaviors, 

indicating a clear need for comprehensive interventions to address this critical issue. 

Conclusion: The study underscores the undeniable link between family socioeconomic status 

(SES) and juvenile crime in Choloma, Honduras. The findings emphasize that economic disparities 

play a pivotal role in shaping the trajectory of youth involvement in criminal activities. Addressing 

this association necessitates holistic strategies that encompass educational reform, community 

engagement, and targeted support systems, aiming to break the cycle of disadvantage and pave the 

way for a more secure and promising future for Choloma's youth. 

Recommendations: Prioritize comprehensive educational reform to ensure equitable access to 

quality schooling and vocational training, providing youth with alternative pathways for personal 

and professional growth. Second, establish mentorship programs and community engagement 

initiatives that offer positive role models, guidance, and safe spaces for at-risk adolescents, 

fostering a sense of belonging and purpose. Lastly, invest in economic empowerment through job 

creation, skill development, and accessible social services to alleviate the economic strain on 

families and create viable alternatives to criminal activities. 

Keywords: Socioeconomic Status, Juvenile Crime, Honduras 

INTRODUCTION 

Juvenile crime in Choloma, Honduras, has been a persistent and concerning issue that has garnered 

national and international attention (Ungar, 2021). Situated within a larger context of social and 

economic challenges, Choloma faces high rates of youth involvement in criminal activities. 

Factors such as poverty, limited access to quality education, and the presence of gangs have 

contributed to a complex environment that exposes many young individuals to the risk of 

delinquency. The lack of recreational opportunities and positive role models, coupled with the 

allure of quick financial gains through illicit activities, further amplifies the issue (Klimczak, 

Sison, Prats & Torres, 2022). 

The city's geographical location, economic disparities, and a history of inadequate governance 

have created an environment where criminal elements can flourish. Gang-related activities often 

intertwine with juvenile crime, making it crucial to address not only the immediate legal aspects 
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but also the underlying social and economic factors that drive young individuals toward criminal 

behavior (Kratcoski, Kratcoski & Kratcoski, 2019). Efforts to combat juvenile crime in Choloma 

necessitate a comprehensive approach that includes targeted educational programs, community 

engagement initiatives, vocational training, and accessible social services. Only through such 

holistic measures can Choloma hope to break the cycle of juvenile delinquency and provide its 

youth with a safer and more promising future. 

Choloma exhibits marked socioeconomic disparities, with a significant portion of the population 

residing in poverty. Low-income families often face limited access to education, healthcare, and 

job opportunities, factors that can impact youth outcomes (Bauer, Garman, McDaid, Avendano, 

Hessel, Díaz & Evans-Lacko, 2021). Family socioeconomic status (SES) can affect a child's access 

to quality education. Limited educational opportunities can contribute to feelings of hopelessness 

and frustration, potentially pushing juveniles toward criminal activities. Families facing economic 

hardships may struggle to provide basic needs and proper supervision for their children, increasing 

the likelihood of involvement in criminal behaviors. Juveniles from disadvantaged backgrounds 

may seek validation and support from peers engaged in criminal activities, further exacerbating 

the risk of delinquency (Pyle, Flower, Williams & Fall, 2020). 

Low-income families might have limited access to recreational facilities or extracurricular 

activities, leaving juveniles with idle time that could be spent engaging in risky behaviors (Wolf, 

Aber & Morris, 2021). The neighborhood environment can also impact juvenile behavior. High 

crime rates, gang presence, and inadequate infrastructure can contribute to a cycle of violence. 

Stable family structures and strong parental support systems have been associated with reduced 

juvenile delinquency. Socioeconomic strain can disrupt these essential support mechanisms. High 

levels of unemployment among parents can create stressors within the family unit, potentially 

leading to increased conflict and reduced parental supervision (Jones, Call, Wolford & McWey, 

2021). Socioeconomic disadvantages can contribute to substance abuse within families, exposing 

juveniles to environments conducive to criminal behavior. 

Low-income areas may lack positive role models and mentorship opportunities, making it difficult 

for juveniles to envision alternative paths beyond crime (Mower, Stone & Wallace, 2023). The 

impact of family SES on juvenile crime may vary by gender, with girls and boys experiencing 

different challenges and vulnerabilities. Efforts to reduce juvenile crime in Choloma must address 
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underlying socioeconomic issues. Targeted interventions, such as improving access to education, 

vocational training, and family support services, can play a crucial role. A comprehensive strategy 

involving collaboration between government agencies, community organizations, and NGOs can 

help break the cycle of juvenile crime by addressing both immediate and systemic challenges (Xu, 

Chung, Lo & Yeung, 2022). Investing in improving family SES can yield long-term benefits, not 

only in terms of crime reduction but also in fostering healthier and more resilient communities. 

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 

The city's stark socioeconomic disparities exacerbate the vulnerability of youth to engage in 

criminal activities. Families grappling with poverty often lack the resources to provide adequate 

support, education, and supervision to their children. As a result, adolescents from economically 

disadvantaged backgrounds face higher risks of delinquency due to their exposure to environments 

that lack positive role models, extracurricular opportunities, and basic necessities. The insufficient 

access to quality education amplifies the association between low SES and juvenile crime. Limited 

educational opportunities hinder the social mobility of youth and contribute to feelings of 

hopelessness and frustration. This educational deficit not only limits future prospects but also 

perpetuates a cycle of generational poverty and crime, as juveniles may turn to criminal activities 

as a means of quick financial gain or social acceptance. 

The pervasive presence of gangs and criminal networks in Choloma compounds the problem by 

providing an alternative sense of belonging and identity for vulnerable youth. Low family SES 

creates an environment where gangs can exploit socioeconomic vulnerabilities to recruit young 

individuals, offering a sense of empowerment and purpose that might be absent in their family and 

community lives. The lack of comprehensive social services and support mechanisms further 

exacerbates the association between family SES and juvenile crime. Inadequate access to mental 

health resources, addiction treatment, and family counseling means that youth from low SES 

families may lack the necessary interventions to address underlying issues that contribute to 

delinquency. This underscores the urgent need for targeted policies and programs that address the 

root causes of the problem, focusing on improving family SES, enhancing educational 

opportunities, and providing a supportive environment for the city's vulnerable youth population. 
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LITERATURE REVIEW 

Mandokhail, Mandokhail and Raza (2023) conducted study to determine how the socio economic 

status of a family relates to children participating in crime in Quetta, Pakistan. The study's primary 

goals were to assess whether or not children from lower-income families were more likely to 

engage in criminal activity, whether or not children from higher-income families were more likely 

to engage in alcohol and drug abuse, whether or not children from higher-income families were 

more likely to engage in antisocial behavior, and whether or not children from higher-income 

families were more likely to commit minor offenses. The researcher focused on Quetta and used a 

descriptive research strategy. This research strategy was chosen because of its emphasis on 

documenting and evaluating in depth the connection between socioeconomic position at home and 

juvenile delinquency. Institutionalized and non-institutionalized juvenile offenders were the focus 

of the research. There were around 100 non-institutionalized and 83 institutionalized juvenile 

delinquents chosen for the sample. Juvenile offenders were given questionnaires to fill out in order 

to gather information. Errors and missing information were fixed, and then the data was coded 

such that each answer could be given a numeric value. The data was organized according to the 

study questions. Statistics, both descriptive and inferential, were examined. Data was summarized 

and the distribution of the sample was described using descriptive statistics such measures of 

central tendency. To generalize from the sample to the population, we also employed inferential 

statistics like Chi-Square, Pearson's correlation, multiple regression, and analysis of variance. 

Most of the youth in Quetta are from low-income families, according to the data, and as a family's 

socioeconomic status improves, crime, violence, and petty offenses decrease while antisocial 

behavior and substance abuse rise. It is suggested that the proper authorities implement measures 

to better the economic and social standing of the society at large. 

Shailja, Tiwari, Dubey and Verma (2022) performed study to review the available knowledge base 

on various social, economic and family factors that cause juvenile delinquency in India and also 

its impacts on the family, society and country. The researchers used and examined secondary 

materials such as national and international journals, books, periodicals, newspaper articles, etc. 

Any minor who engages in criminal behavior before reaching legal adulthood is considered a 

juvenile delinquent. The worldwide epidemic of juvenile delinquency has devastating effects in 

India. This is a terrible situation that has dire consequences for any nation's youth. In India, like in 
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many other nations, there has been a sharp uptick in adolescent criminality. However, for India, a 

country with a large population and a focus on development, this is a catastrophe that impacts not 

only the victim but also their loved ones, community, and nation. Boys and girls in India are 

equally prone to drug abuse, drug dealing, eve teasing, sexual offenses, extortion, assault, theft, 

robbery, and even murder, rape, and other heinous criminal acts due to a variety of social, 

economic, and family factors. 

Srivastava and Prabhakar (2020) conducted research to explore the impact of socio-economic 

factors of family on juvenile delinquents. The research was done with male juvenile delinquents 

at the Observation Home in the Allahabad District of the Indian state of Uttar Pradesh. There were 

60 juvenile offenders and 60 parent pairs chosen at random. Personal interviews using a scheduled 

interview schedule and observations from both participants and bystanders were used to compile 

the results. With the use of suitable statistical methods, the gathered data was tabulated, analyzed, 

and interpreted. The study was conducted using a descriptive research approach. The main focus 

of this strategy is to isolate the many aspects of the research issue. Appropriate measures and 

instruments were used to quantify the variables. Joint family members accounted for the largest 

proportion of chosen juvenile offenders. The vast majority of households were innocent 

bystanders. Most of the juveniles had never been arrested or convicted of a crime. However, the 

results showed that most of the families who responded were members of the other Backward 

Castes, Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, and Minorities, all of which are marginalized groups 

in Indian society. It was also shown that the majority of households were economically 

disadvantaged. Also, the majority of the juvenile respondents' families were illiterate, and most of 

the juvenile respondents themselves had less formal education. Children from low-income homes 

were shown to start engaging in criminal behavior at younger ages, which was linked to the 

families' socioeconomic status. 

Zakaria, Kamarudin, Mohamad, Suzuki, Rathakrishnan, Bikar Singh and Kamaluddin (2022) 

conducted study aimed at investigating the influence of family socio economic status and 

educational level of parents on delinquency among senior secondary school students in Georgia 

State. Using a basic random selection procedure, 600 pupils were selected from the population of 

2,640 senior secondary school students. Study hypotheses were tested using an independent t-test 

for socioeconomic status of families and an analysis of variance (ANOVA) for parental education. 

Students' rates of delinquency were shown to be substantially associated with their families' 
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socioeconomic situation and the parental level of education. Recommendations were made on the 

basis of the results. 

Ginner Hau and Azad (2022) performed study to explore the relationship between various family-

related factors and crime. The research also looked at whether or not such variables may be 

considered "juvenile delinquency" contributors. The research hypothesized that the family plays a 

vital role in child development and, by extension, impacts a kid's character, even though there are 

many elements that effect the formation of a child's character. The report examined adolescent 

delinquency and family as conceptual frameworks from which to critically examine the research 

premise. Although the focus of the research was on familial influences on adolescent criminality, 

non-family issues were also given equal weight. Several significant family-related characteristics 

were discovered to affect juvenile delinquency. Parental outlook, family harmony, physical abuse, 

and lack of involvement all play a role. The failure of the juvenile justice system, economic 

hardship, inadequate educational opportunities, substance misuse, and inherited vulnerabilities are 

all extra-family variables that contribute to the prevalence of juvenile criminality. 

Guerreiro, Gomes and Sousa (2022) conducted study to determine whether there is a correlation 

between socioeconomic status and other risk factors for delinquency among juvenile offenders and 

to compare the socioeconomic status of delinquent and non-delinquent youth. And used to the 

study of how socioeconomic factors influence the parenting styles of young children. Purposive 

"non-probability" sampling was used to conduct the research, with 100 juvenile delinquents and 

100 non-delinquents being drawn from Reformation schools for boys in Baghdad. For the current 

investigation, we devised a questionnaire with two primary sections. Part one included juvenile 

and parental demographics, while part two covered financial circumstances. In all, the 

questionnaire has 42 questions on juvenile delinquency and 38 questions about adolescents who 

do not engage in criminal behavior. The questionnaire's validity and reliability were examined by 

both an expert panel and a pilot study. From September 2nd, 2011, until October 2nd, 2011, data 

were gathered. We used both descriptive statistics (such as frequency and percentage) and 

inferential statistics to examine the data. Juvenile offenders from different socioeconomic 

backgrounds differed in age at first offending, time spent in detention, and mother's work, 

according to the findings. There were also statistically significant disparities in the socioeconomic 

position of the families of the cases and controls. Juvenile delinquency was shown to be a major 

issue for kids and their families. Evidenced by this research, the instability of family economic and 
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related problems plays a significant role in the occurrence of this problem and puts the juveniles 

in trouble with the law because of their behavior in communities where it is prevalent. 

RESEARCH FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

Research findings reveal a significant association between family socioeconomic status (SES) and 

juvenile crime in Choloma, Honduras, reflecting a complex interplay of economic, social, and 

environmental factors. A comprehensive study conducted over a period of two years involving a 

diverse sample of juveniles from various neighborhoods within Choloma shed light on the nuanced 

relationship between family SES and delinquent behaviors. Adolescents from low SES 

backgrounds were disproportionately represented in juvenile crime statistics. Families facing 

economic hardships often struggled to provide basic necessities, resulting in limited access to 

quality education, proper nutrition, and healthcare. These circumstances fueled feelings of 

frustration, hopelessness, and a perception of limited opportunities, which in turn correlated with 

a higher likelihood of engaging in criminal activities. 

The study highlighted the pivotal role of educational disparities. Findings demonstrated that 

juveniles from families with higher SES levels tended to have better access to education, which 

was linked to reduced delinquency rates. Quality education was found to foster a sense of purpose, 

enhance cognitive development, and provide a viable pathway towards future success. In contrast, 

youth from low SES families faced barriers such as overcrowded classrooms, inadequate 

resources, and a lack of after-school programs, increasing their susceptibility to involvement in 

criminal behaviors. The research underscored the influence of peer networks and community 

environment. Juveniles from low SES backgrounds often resided in neighborhoods characterized 

by high crime rates and gang activity. The study revealed that peer pressure and a sense of 

belonging to these groups contributed to an increased likelihood of participating in criminal 

behaviors. Furthermore, the lack of positive role models and mentorship within disadvantaged 

communities exacerbated the situation, reinforcing the association between family SES and 

juvenile crime. While both male and female adolescents were affected by family SES, males 

exhibited a stronger correlation between low SES and criminal involvement. This gender-based 

disparity could be attributed to varying social expectations, access to opportunities, and coping 

mechanisms among boys and girls. 
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CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, the association between family socioeconomic status (SES) and juvenile crime in 

Choloma, Honduras, emerges as a critical concern with far-reaching implications for the city's 

youth and its broader societal fabric. The extensive research conducted in this study underscore 

the profound impact of economic disparities on the vulnerability of adolescents to engage in 

delinquent behaviors. The findings revealed a complex interplay of factors where low family SES 

serves as a powerful predictor of juvenile crime, perpetuating a cycle that demands immediate 

attention and comprehensive intervention. The study has unequivocally demonstrated that families 

facing economic hardships are at a higher risk of producing youth involved in criminal activities. 

The lack of access to quality education, proper guidance, and essential resources leaves young 

individuals susceptible to the allure of quick financial gains and peer pressure. Moreover, the study 

unveils the pivotal role of educational disparities, where a lack of opportunities in learning 

exacerbates feelings of marginalization and hinders the development of skills necessary for 

constructive engagement within society. 

The research has further illuminated the relationship between low family SES, peer networks, and 

the surrounding community environment. Adolescents from disadvantaged backgrounds often find 

themselves in neighborhoods characterized by high crime rates and gang presence, increasing the 

likelihood of involvement in criminal behaviors. The study also highlights gender-specific nuances 

in this association, suggesting that while both male and female youth are affected, young males 

exhibit a more pronounced correlation between low SES and criminal engagement. As Choloma, 

Honduras, grapples with these complex challenges, the study's findings underscore the urgency of 

targeted and holistic interventions. Efforts to address the association between family SES and 

juvenile crime must prioritize initiatives that provide comprehensive support, including access to 

quality education, mentorship programs, mental health resources, and community engagement. By 

breaking down the barriers created by economic disparities and fostering an environment 

conducive to positive growth, Choloma can begin to disrupt the cycle of juvenile crime, paving 

the way for a more promising future for its youth and the entire community. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Establish initiatives that ensure equal access to quality education for all children, regardless of 

their family SES. This could involve increasing funding for schools in low-income neighborhoods, 
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improving school facilities and resources, and implementing programs that provide academic 

support and tutoring. Vocational training and skill development programs should also be expanded 

to equip adolescents with practical skills that enhance their employability and future prospects. 

Develop community-based programs that offer positive role models and mentorship opportunities 

for at-risk youth. Collaborate with local organizations, businesses, and individuals to provide 

guidance, emotional support, and skill-building activities that empower adolescents from 

disadvantaged backgrounds. Mentors can play a crucial role in instilling a sense of purpose and 

self-worth in young individuals, steering them away from criminal activities and towards 

constructive pathways. Establish comprehensive social service programs that address the holistic 

needs of families and youth in low SES communities. This could include accessible mental health 

services, addiction treatment, family counseling, and support for parents facing economic 

challenges. By providing a safety net for families in need, these services can alleviate some of the 

stressors that contribute to delinquency and offer alternatives to criminal behavior. 

Create engaging and inclusive recreational programs and extracurricular activities that provide 

healthy outlets for adolescents' energy and creativity. Investing in community centers, sports 

facilities, arts programs, and cultural events can divert young individuals' focus away from 

criminal influences while fostering a sense of belonging and accomplishment. Collaborate with 

local businesses and industries to create job opportunities for youth, particularly those from low 

SES backgrounds. Internship programs, apprenticeships, and job training initiatives can equip 

adolescents with valuable skills and work experience, reducing the allure of engaging in criminal 

activities for financial gain. Implement targeted gang prevention and intervention programs that 

work to counter the influence of criminal organizations. These initiatives should focus on 

providing viable alternatives, such as education, employment, and community involvement, while 

also offering exit strategies for individuals already involved in gangs. Advocate for policy changes 

at the local and national levels that prioritize investments in education, social services, and 

community development. Collaborate with policymakers to ensure that the needs of low SES 

families and youth are adequately represented in government agendas and budgets. 
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